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PREFACE 
 

 
The purpose of this publication is to assemble a set of guidelines, instructions, and information 
concerning the operational procedures of the School of Population and Public Health (SPPH). The 
SPPH 
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ACCREDITATION 
 

Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) to award baccalaureate, masters, doctoral, and 
professional degrees. Questions about the accreditation of Texas Tech University Health Sciences 
Center may be directed in writing to the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission 
on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA 30033-4097, by calling (404) 679-4500, or by 
using information available on SACSCOC’s website (www.sacscoc.org). 
In 2018, the Julia Jones Matthews Department of Public Health at the Texas Tech University Health 
Sciences Center (TTUHSC) was granted accreditation through 2023 by the Council on Education for 
Public Health (CEPH). The Council on Education for Public Health is the nationally recognized 
accrediting body for schools of public health and public health programs. CEPH can be contacted at: 
Council on Education for Public Health, 1010 Wayne Avenue, Suite 220, Silver Spring, MD 20910-
5660, Phone: (202) 789-1050 Fax: (202) 789-1895. 
 

TTUHSC MISSION STATEMENT 
 
 

Vision.  Transform healthcare through innovation and collaboration.  
 
Mission. As a comprehensive health sciences center, our mission is to enrich the lives of others by 
educating students to become collaborative healthcare professionals, providing excellent patient care, 
and advancing knowledge through innovative research. 
 

SPPH MISSION STATEMENT 
 
 

 
The mission of the TTUHSC MPH program is to improve community health status by training diverse 
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then be given for admission upon the condition that a final course-by-course transcript 
evaluation is provided prior to enrollment. If the transcript evaluation states that an 
applicant has less than 120 U.S. equivalent credit hours and lacks a U.S. bachelor’s 
degree equivalent, then the applicant has the option to seek an alternative evaluation from 
another SPPH approved evaluation company and the SPPH will accept the evaluation that 
supports admission. 

c. Applicants must submit at least six semesters of coursework to be eligible for admission 
consideration. The applicant must be in good standing with all schools attended.  An 
international applicant must provide official transcripts from attendance at any U.S. 
university. Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center requires course-by-course 
transcript evaluations and diploma information from the list of services provided on the 
online application. Do not send international transcripts and marksheets to Texas Tech 
University Health Sciences Center. 
 

4. Reference letters: Applicants must submit names and email addresses of at least two 
recommenders using the online application system, and no more than four within the application. 
Recommenders are sent a link to the form and upload their recommendation letter. 
 

5. Immunization record: All applicants are required to provide proof of: two immunizations for 
varicella (chicken pox) or a titer proving immunity,  two immunizations of measles, mumps, and 
rubella or a titer proving immunity; 2-step tuberculosis skin test; 3 doses of the hepatitis B-series 
or a titer proving immunity; Tetanus/diphtheria (Td) within the last ten years; Tdap (Tetanus, 
Diphtheria, and Acellular Pertussis): Adult (one time dose starting year 2005); Meningococcal 
Vaccine (MCV): Adults 22 and younger (vaccine within the last 5 years). A current Flu vaccine 
(applicable through October thru March). Refer to the immunization form on admission 
application website for more information. Applicants must submit the immunization form with a 
copy of the immunizations record or physician’s letter at least 10 business days prior to the start 
of the semester. Provisions for immunization requirements and implementation procedures for all 
TTUHSC employees, volunteers, and students are covered under HSC OP 75.11.  
 

6. Bank Statement and Sponsor Financial Affidavit/Statement: International F1 applicants are 
required to submit a bank statement from an account(s) belonging to the applicant and/or 
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• Attendees who spoke to a SPPH representative at a grad fair and contact information for the 
applicant was obtained at the event 

• Current SPPH students 
• U.S. active duty military, U.S. military veterans 
• Applicants offered and who accepted admission but deferred admission to a later term and 

with approval by the program/concentration admissions committee (application fee waiver is 
only valid once for deferrals) 

• Texas Tech University and Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center full-time staff 
(excluding faculty) 

• At the discretion of the Dean (under very limited circumstances). Please email 
public.health@ttuhsc.edu for more information. 

 
10. Passport:
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or emergency reporting options, emergency response information, crime prevention for TTUHSC 
campuses.  

Click 
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The School of Population and Public Health currently has one-degree program: Master of Public 
Health.  

Campuses 
 

 
LUBBOCK: Public Health (M.P.H.) 
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the School of Population and Public Health) will be allowed for a graduate certificate program. If a 
graduate student is in good standing and dropping out of the graduate program, the student may receive 
a graduate certificate if the necessary courses have been taken. To receive a graduate certificate, a 
student must have a GPA of 3.0 or better. No grade lower than a C will be accepted. 

 
For additional information please contact the SPPH Admissions Office at: public.health@ttuhsc.edu. 
  

 

Non-Degree 
 
Applicants seeking non-degree admission must provide official transcripts and pay the application fee. 
NOTE: International students may not be eligible for non-
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based project. Faculty research is focused on disease prevention and health promotion, 
understanding the causes of disease in populations, and health policies that improve community 
health. Graduates will have opportunities to work in health care settings, not-for-profit organizations, 
and governmental health agencies.  Some students may also choose a career in public health research 
or academia. 
 
Program Guidelines for Public Health  
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Registration by Faculty and Staff.  Full-time members of the faculty and staff of Texas Tech 
University or Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center (TTUHSC) may enroll for courses by 
permission of the course director, and by completion of the SPPH application. In registering for 
graduate work, they become subject to the regulations of the School of Population and Public 
Health. However, no member of the faculty who has held rank higher than instructor at TTUHSC is 
eligible to pursue a graduate degree program at this institution unless prior approval of the SPPH 
Office is given. TTUHSC Employees may also utilize the tuition assistance program as outlined in 
OP 70.47 to receive tuition waivers for one course per semester. To be eligible, employees must be 
full-time benefits-eligible and seeking a degree or certification. 

General SPPH Requirements 
 
 

 
Interprofessional Practice and Education (IPE) Core Curriculum.  All TTUHSC students, 
regardless of school affiliation, will be required to complete the IPE core curriculum prior to 
graduation. The IPE core curriculum is composed of two components including successful 
completion of a non-credit online course (>70% accuracy on the knowledge post-test) and successful 
participation in at least one registered IPE learning activity. Failure to complete the IPE core 
curriculum will result in delayed graduation. 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
 

 
Registration Without Credit (Auditing). Persons who wish to audit a course for no grade must 
obtain written permission from the SPPH Office and the instructor using the Permission to Audit 
Co
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Full-Time Study.  SPPH Fall and Spring semesters are 15 weeks (45 contact hours for a 3 semester-
credit-hour course). Summer sessions are online only and between 8 and 10 weeks in length. The 
general rule is that a student may not earn more than 1 hour of credit for each week of the 
enrollment period
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Grading Symbols PR, I, W, and WF.  A grade of “In Progress” (PR) is given only when the work 
for a course extends beyond the semester or term. It implies satisfactory performance and is used 
primarily within the MPH program in the Applied Practice Experience course. Assigned work must 
be completed and a change of grade must be recorded by the end of the following term from which 
the PR was assigned. Failure to do so will result in the school submitting a “Failure” (F) be assigned 
by submitting a Change of Grade Form and submitting to the Registrar’s office. 

A grade of “I” (incomplete) is given only when a student’s work is satisfactory in quality but, due to 
reasons beyond their control, has not been completed. It is not used as a substitute for an F.  Only 
the Registrar’s office can enter a grade of “I”. The course director must complete the Grade of 
Incomplete form which requires the student, instructor, Chair or Advisor, and SPPH Dean 
signatures. The assigned work must be completed and a change of grade must be recorded within 
one calendar year from the date the “I” was recorded. Failure to do so will result in the Registrar’s 
Office assigning an F for that course and will cause it to become ineligible for a grade change.  

 When a student officially withdraws from a course by the specified date early in the term, a grade of 
“W” (withdraw) will be assi
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scholastic probation are based on semester grade-point averages and will be applied 
regardless of overall grade-point average.  
 

2. Academic programs may apply standards for probation and suspension higher than those 
established by the School of Population and Public Health. Such standards are to be approved 
by the SPPH Office, and actions based thereon are to be recommended by the graduate 
advisor and forwarded to the SPPH Office. 
 

3. The minimum requirement for graduation is a cumulative GPA of 3.0 in all courses taken for 
graduate credit.    

 

Students that are placed on academic probation will lose their tuition & fee scholarships for the 
semester that they are placed on academic probation. The student must make a 3.0 GPA or better in 
the semester that the scholarship is forfeited to regain the tuition & fee scholarship. Students on 
academic probation will not be eligible for scholarships.   

Any student who has been suspended must appeal to the SPPH Office if reinstatement is 
desired. Refer to the Complaint Policy for specific details and procedures. 

Students who have been dismissed must appeal to the SPPH Office if reinstatement is desired. 
Procedures to appeal academic dismissal are found in the Complaint Policy. A student may also be 
dismissed for unprofessional conduct such as cheating or plagiarism. Appeals for this type of 
dismissal are subject to the provisions under the Code of Student Conduct. See the TTUHSC Student 
Affairs Handbook and the Dismissal Policy for further information.  

DISMISSAL POLICY 
 

Purpose: To outline conditions or circumstances that may provide sufficient cause for dismissal of 
graduate students. 

The following conditions or circumstances may provide sufficient cause for dismissal of a student 
from the School of Population and Public Health.   

Graduate students who: 

• do not make adequate academic progress as defined by the program/concentration; 
• do not maintain an acceptable GPA as defined by the Academic Probation Policy 
• engage in academic or research misconduct; or 
• engage in illegal, fraudulent, or unethical behavior as defined in the Student Affairs Handbook 

- Code of Professional and Academic Conduct; or  
• do not complete the program within 5 years or reach a maximum of 99 credit hours in the 

program without graduating.    



 
 

Schoo l  o f  Popu la t i on  and  Pub l i c  Hea l th  



 
 

Schoo l  o f  Popu la t i on  and  Pub l i c  Hea l th  •  Ca ta log  &  Course  L i s t i ng  2022-2023  •   Page    19     

Students may appeal their dismissal by following the procedures outlined in the Student Affairs 
Handbook – Code of Professional & Academic Conduct.  

COMPLAINTS 
 
 
 

This section covers two areas of complaints:  Grade Appeals and Non-Grade Grievances 
 
Grade Appeal 
 
Purpose: To provide the student with a safeguard against receiving an unfair final grade, while 
respecting the academic responsibility of the faculty. 
 
It is the policy of Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center School of Population and Public 
Health to affirm the right of its students to a prompt and fair resolution of a complaint or grievance.  
Thus, this policy recognized that: 

• Every student has a right to receive a grade assigned based on a fair and unprejudiced 
evaluation of the student’s performance using a method that is neither arbitrary nor 
capricious; and, 

• Faculty have the right to assign a grade based on any method that is professionally 
acceptable, submitted in writing to all students, and applied equally. 

The following procedure provides students with a system by which to file an appeal of a final grade 
they believe was based on arbitrary or capricious action by the faculty. Only the final course grade as 
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grievance. The Student Hearing committee will administer the SPPH’s policies regarding student 
grievances and will insure that due process is afforded to all concerned. 
 
All student disciplinary hearings are closed, and for purposes of release of information regarding 
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4. The Dean will forward the request for a hearing to the appropriate faculty member who has 
been appointed by the Dean to serve as the Chair of the Student Hearing committee. 
 

Student Pre-Hearing Procedure 
 

1. Grievances shall be heard by the SPPH Student Hearing committee which shall be composed 
of members of the SPPH Graduate Faculty: 

One faculty member who is appointed by the SPPH Dean to serve as chair; 
Two students from the MPH program; 
Two MPH faculty members not directly involved; 

The SPPH Dean will appoint an administrative staff person to take minutes of the meetings.  
This staff person will not be a voting member.  Both parties can petition to have individuals 
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6. Both parties shall attend the hearing and be offered an opportunity to state their positions, 
and present testimony and other evidence relevant to the case. The responsibility of 
establishing the validity of the grievance shall rest with the student. The evidence shall be 
presented by the graduate student and then by the respondent.   
 

7. The student may have an advisor present at the hearing. The advisor must be a member of the 
TTUHSC community. However, if the student is also the subject of a pending criminal 
investigation, indictment or charge arising out of the same circumstances, they may be 
allowed to have an attorney serve as their advisor, at their own expense, to participate in the 
same manner as any other advisor. If an advisor for the student is an attorney, an attorney 
from the Office of General Counsel shall attend the Student Hearing on behalf of the Health 
Sciences Center. The Health Sciences Center will provide legal counsel for the student 
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writing to both parties, the Student Hearing Committee Chair, and the Dean. The Provost’s decision 
shall be final.   
 
CONFIDENTIALITY 
 
The Student Hearing Committee shall not retain in their possession any personal files, materials 
received during the appeal procedure, or notes taken during the hearing. The administrative staff 
person will collect all materials and return them to the SPPH office to retain in a confidential file. 
No party, committee member, or other participant or observer in the hearing procedure shall reveal 
any facts, documents, or testimony gained through participating in or observing the hearing to any 
other person, unless required by a court of law to do so or upon the advice of the TTUHSC’s legal 
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 GRADUATION 
 

Grade Requirement for Graduation.  

• 
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6. Work to date is acceptable to the faculty concerned, as attested by their approval of the 
application for admission to candidacy. 

7. The entire degree plan conforms to the general requirements of the School of Population and 
Public Health and the requirements of the particular degree. 

 
Residence. Study leading to a graduate degree involves sustained residence as well as the successful 
completion of course work. Residence is credited for work done on the campus of Texas Tech 
University Health Sciences Center and for certain types of courses (theses, internships, individual 
study, or other such courses) when offered by TTUHSC faculty. Ordinarily, the minimum residence 
for any master’s degree is a full academic year of graduate work completed on a TTUHSC campus.  
Part-time enrollment is evaluated on an individual basis.   
 
Final Comprehensive Evaluation. The School of Population and Public Health strongly encourages 
a final comprehensive evaluation for all students in the master’s program. The final evaluation 
(written or oral) should require a synthesis and application of knowledge acquired during the course 
of study and research leading to the master’s degree.  
 

A student is eligible to undergo evaluation only after having been admitted to candidacy by the 
SPPH Office. As soon as possible after the evaluation, a written report of the outcome should be sent 
to the SPPH Office. A student who does not receive a satisfactory evaluation may be assessed once 
again after an interval of four months or more. The student must earn a grade of B or better on the 
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TTUHSC’s Title IX and Sexual Misconduct policy and complaint procedures may be found in TTU 
System Regulation 07.07 and TTUHSC OP 51.03. Additionally, Part IV of the TTUHSC Student 
Handbook relates to complaints including students. Links to these resources are below: 
 
TTU System Regulation 07.06: https://www.texastech.edu/offices/cfo/system-regulation-07.06-
sexual-misconduct.pdf 
HSC OP 51.03 | https://www.ttuhsc.edu/administration/documents/ops/op51/op5103.pdf 
Part IV of the TTUHSC Student Handbook | https://www.ttuhsc.edu/student-
affairs/documents/2020-2021_Handbook.pdf 
 
If you have been involved or are aware of sex discrimination or sexual misconduct
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 Specified officials for audit or evaluation purposes; 
 Appropriate parties in connection with financial aid to a student; 
 Organizations conducting certain studies for or on behalf of the school; 
 Accrediting organizations; 
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b. Students may purchase health insurance outside of the HSC. 
c. Students may be covered by their family insurance plan. 

 
3. IMMUNIZATION AND SCREENING FEE:  
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COURSE LISTING SECTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COURSE LISTING 
How to Read Catalog Course Descriptions 
Courses are listed by program/concentration. Not all courses listed in this catalog are offered every 
year. The university reserves the right to cancel any scheduled course or withdraw any program from 
the list of offerings when the best interests of the institution require such action. 
 
Example SPPH 5304 
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5304.Introduction to Social and Behavioral Sciences (3:3:0:0).  This three-credit hour course 
focuses on the behavioral sciences and their influence on public health. As a core course, this is 
an overview and introduction to social and behavioral health theories and issues- briefly 
covering several aspects of the behavioral sciences, such as: individual, community, 
organizational, and social impacts on health and population health status; cultural competence; 
effective communication strategies; and engagement of rural and urban communities using 
theory-informed models. (F, O, H, IVC) 

 
• Subject Prefix – indicates course subject (SPPH = School of Population and Public Health) 

 
• First digit in course number – Indicates the academic level of the course. Graduate standing 

is a prerequisite for enrollment in all courses numbered in the 5000 series or above and are 
intended only for graduate students (except for seniors who are within 12 hours of graduation 
and whose enrollment has been authorized by the SPPH Dean). Although graduate students 
occasionally enroll in undergraduate courses to fill out deficiencies in their preparation for 
graduate work, coursework credited toward a graduate degree must, except in rare instances 
and with prior SPPH Dean approval, be of graduate level (5000 series or above). 

 
• Second digit in course number – Indicates the semester hour credit of the course. Thus, SPPH 

5304 is a graduate-level course with 3 semester hour of credit. 
 

• Last two digits of course number – The distinguishing numbers of the course. 
 

• Numbers in Parentheses (3:3:0:0) – The first number denotes the total number of credit hours 
for a course, the second number represents lecture hours, the third number represents lab 
hours, and the fourth number represents other hours such as precept. When the letter V 
precedes the numbers (e.g., V1-6), this indicates the class is a variable credit course. Such 
courses are ordinarily research courses and permit enrollment for any number of hours up to 
the limit indicated by the second number in the parentheses. 

 
• Prerequisites – Some courses have specific prerequisites that must be met before the student 

can enroll.  
 

• Instructional Method – information in parenthesis after the course description describes the 
course instructional method, defined as: 
(F) Traditional, face-to-face course; 
(H)  Hybrid course with combination of face-to-face and significant web-based  
   instruction; 
(O)  Online course with most, if not all, web-based instruction; 
(IVC)  A course in which synchronous i
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epidemiology, toxicology, agents of environmental disease and policy and regulation. (FO, H, 
IVC) 

5310 Public Health Policy (3:3:0:0). This course presents competencies surrounding public health 
policy formulation. The main focus will be on the policy issues in the U.S. health care system, 
but some global health will be explored. The course will include application of principles of 
policy formulation, development budgeting, implementation, evaluation and analysis. An 
historical overview of seminal health policy events in U.S. history is also explored through 
competing stakeholder dynamics.  (F, O, H, IVC) 

5311 Introduction to Biostatistics (3:3:0:0). This course will introduce students to basic  
biostatistics as used in public health practice. Through the utilization of SPSS software, 
students will learn to interpret their statistical analysis results in order to describe, measure, and 
analyze quantitative data. Additionally, students will learn to interpret their statistical analysis 
results in order to describe, measure, and analyze public health problems. Applications of these 
interpretations will be useful in several avenues of public health including research and policy 
making. (F, H, O, IVC). 

5312 Intermediate Biostatistics (3:3:0:0). The objective of this course is to expand upon the basic 
concepts of statistical reasoning developed in SPPH 5311 (Introduction to Biostatistics) to 
selected applications of biostatistical analysis: simple and multiple linear regression, 
contingency table analysis, logistic regression, and analysis of variance. The course also 
includes introductions to survival analysis, repeated measures data, and nonparametric 
methods. Prerequisite: SPPH 5311 or equivalent. (F, O, H, IVC) 

5313 Introduction to Public Health (3:3:0:0). This introductory course will explore the history of 
public health, the successes and challenges faced by public health practitioners over the years, 
and the current trends in public health in the United States. Students will learn the core 
functions of public health and the essential services of public health, and how public health is 
practiced in the United States. This course covers the Foundational Knowledge in Public 
Health as required by our accrediting body.  (F, O, H, IVC) 

5314 Planning and Development Health Promotion Interventions (3:3:0:0). This course will take 
the student through the process of intervention development, beginning with the assessment 
needed to understand determinants of health and behavior through the mapping of 
determinants, development of strategies and methods, and preparing for evaluation.  Students 
will work in small groups on a complex public health problem and will develop an intervention 
to address that problem. Prerequisite: SPPH 5304. (F, O, H, IVC) 

5315 Organizational Leadership and Management (3:3:0:0). This three credit course provides an 
overview of theory and practice of leadership and management as applied to public health. 
Public health managerial concerns such as leadership, strategic planning, decision making, 
negotiations, and budget and resource management, will be introduced in this course. This 
course is intended primarily for MPH students with little or no previous graduate-level 
academic preparation in leadership and management. (F, O, H, IVC)  

5316 Responsible Conduct of Research and Communication in Public Health (3:3:0:0).  This 
three-credit hour course applies an active, participatory approach to help public health and 
health care professionals learn about the regulatory environment as well as the normative ethics 
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