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Preparation	for	a	career	in	medicine	demands	the	acquisition	of	special	skills	in	diagnosis,	clinical	procedure,	and	
communication.	 In	addition,	medical	education	should	provide	the	skills	necessary	to	update	one’s	practice	as	
new	knowledge	accrues.	It	also	demands	developing	those	virtues	that	undergird	the	doctor/patient	relationship	
and	that	sustain	the	profession	of	medicine	as	an	ethical	and	honorable	enterprise.	This	Compact	codifies	the	
principles	necessary	for	teachers	and	learners	to	achieve	a	self---sustaining	system	of	knowledge,	practice,	and	
life---	long	professional	growth.	
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