The Right to Heal is a troubling film that exposes the enduring absence of surgery from current glob-
al health priori6es and puts forth a strategy for closing the global surgical divide. An esémated 2 bil-
lion people lack access to surgical services when needed. Health system inerfa is incompa6ble with
today’s epidemiological shiO: we can no longer a ord not to treat condi®ons such as trauma8c, ob-
stetric, or abdominal emergencies, cancer, and congenital malforma®ons.

The film addresses access versus quality; quick fixes versus long-term soluGons; humanitarian assis-
tance versus health-system strengthening. With these perspecoves in mind, The Right to Heal is
©mely and engages the public and policy makers in the issues at hand revealing the poverty traps
and devastadng



