TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER

Operating Policy and Procedure

HSC OP: 75.13, Shipment of Hazardous and Infectious Materials

PURPOSE: The purpose of this Health Sciences Center Operating Policy and Procedure (HSC OP) is
to establish policy and procedure for assuring the shipment and transportation of all
hazardous and infectious materials is conducted in compliance with applicable rules,
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Hazardous Materials: Also referred to as “hazmat” or “dangerous goods”, includes articles or
substances which are capable of posing a risk to health, safety, property, or the environment.

Hazmat employee: Any employee who handles, offers for transport, transports, or causes
hazardous materials to be transported.

Infectious Substances: Substances which are known or reasonably expected to contain
pathogens.

Pathogens: Micro-organisms (including bacteria, viruses, rickettsiae, parasites, fungi, etc.) and
other agents such as prions, which can cause disease in humans or animals.

Responsibilities.

The clinical or laboratory manager/supervisor is responsible for assuring that all specimens
shipped from his or her facility comply with the requirements of this policy.
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http://www.ttuhsc.edu/administration/documents/ops/op73/op7316.pdf

